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movement, though ci\il disobedience was to be offered not in
mrss formations but singly by specified individuals.

For onering satyagralia Gandhiji approved only the indi-
viduals \vlio subscribed to non-violence not only as a means of
winning the country's freedom and regulating relations between
religions and social groups in the country but also in its appli-
cp-ticn so fr-r as possible in free India, and who implicitly
followed the constructive programme as an integral part of
non-viclence. The satyagrahis were required to be habitual
Avforff-wearers and regular spinners and had to give details of
spinning they had done. They were also required to be whole-
tinie constructive workers and to keep a diary of their day's
work. The selection of a candidate depended on the approval of
his diary by Gandhiji. After a certain stage there was automatic
selection: all the released satyagrahis offered satyagraha except
those who stayed out due to their inability to continue.

In this movement Gandhiji ruled out mass action and the
usual forms of non-co-operation in order not to embarrass the
Government. Even this symbolic disobedience was an em-
barrassment to the Government, but Gandhiji held that .civil
disobedience in this case meant assertion of the right to speak
against participation in this war or all wars. "If I cannot do even
this much when the occasion demands it we might as well give
up non-violence. Civil disobedience is the assertion of a -right,
which the law should give but it denies. If the performance of a
duty caused embarrassment it cannot be helped."120

\vith non-violent resistance." The slogan was to be translated into the
language of the province in which civil disobedience was to be offered.
Gandhiji's preference for this method was due to the fact that it was harm-
less, economical and effective and rivetted attention on the single issue of
war. Further the method reduced the movement to its simplest terms and
prevented it from lapsing into mass civil disobedience. Gandhiji also
advised the resisters to make it clear in their speech and action that they
were neither pro-Fascism nor pro-Nazism but that they were opposed either
to all war or at least to the war conducted on behalf of British Imperialism.
They sympathized with the British in their effort to live but they wanted
also to live themselves as members of a free nation and must not be expected
to help Britain at the cost of their own liberty. See the instructions issued
by Gandhiji to civil resisters in the movement of 1940-41, quoted in extenso
in Gandhi and Gandhism, I, cited above, pp. 182-84.
120 Gandhiji's  statement  dated  April  21,   1941.   23,223    satyagrahis
participated in the movement. In December 1941 the Government released